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Today the City Campus of Erie Community College is
located in the building which was the original Federal
Building and Court House in Buffalo. The cornerstone
was laid on June 19, 1897 and the building was
dedicated March 20, 1901. The cost for the building
and the site was listed at $2,033,00 in 1902.

The Architect, Jeremiah O'Rourke, was greatly influ-
enced by Architect H. H. Richardson’s Alleghany
Courthouse in Pittsburgh. The skylighted central
court is one of Buffalo’s most impressive interior
spaces, and the tower in the center of the main front
rises 230 feet above the sidewalk.

The Western District of New York of the United States
District Court was created in 1900, and moved to the
the fourth floor of this new building in 1901. Other
federal government organizations, including the
Postal Service, U.S. Customs, and U.S. Immigration
occupied the remaining floors of the building.
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